
Our Vision: “Educating for Excellence”

Our Mission: “The E. B. DeSilva teachers, administrators, parents, students, staff 
and community share the responsibility to promote life-long learning and 

excellence.”
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2015-2016For more school information, visit our website at www.desilva.k12.hi.us

Dear Parents & Guardians,

   We need to honor our 6th 
grade graduating class and 
wish them the very  best in 
leading a good and productive 
life after leaving the comfort of 
E.B.  deSilva.  We are very 
proud of  each and every  one 
of  our graduates.  You are 
well prepared to excel in 7th 
grade and beyond.  Please 
remember tha t you are 
always welcome to visit  us for 
y o u w i l l a l w a y s b e a 
SUPERBEE.

   For our continuing students, 
we encourage you to help 
your parents at home and try 
to read something every  day.  
Your reading ability  will grow 
in leaps and bounds over the 
summer if  you put in just a 
few minutes daily  reading to 
yourself--or your parents.  
Above all we want  each of  our 
students to have an enjoyable 
and safe summer period.  
Your first  day  back for the 

2016-17 school year will be 
on Monday, August 1st.

Warmest regards,

Dennis R. O’Brien, Principal

Golden Years of 
Retirement
Our long serving Cafeteria 
Manager, Mr. Lester Uchima, 
has announced his retirement 
from E.B. effective August 1st.  
It  has been a great  privilege to 
work with Mr. Uchima.  He is a 
true professional who clearly 
loves the children and his role 
in providing them with a hearty 
breakfast  and bountiful lunch. 
We understand that he is 
retiring to take care of  his 2 
month old grand-daughter.  We 
wish Lester the very  best in 
the future.  Lester is leaving 
some big shoes to fill.

Also retiring, effective June 1st 
is our long serving Cafeteria 
C o o k , M r s .  J a s m i n e 
Nakayama.  It has always 
been obvious to me that 

Jasmine truly  loved her job 
and especially  helping to care 
for the children.   Her strong 
work ethic, can-do attitude, 
and wonderful personality  will 
be missed by  all.  We wish 
Mrs. Nakayama the very  best 
in retirement.

All smiles - The Ho`olaulea Court pause for picture taking following the May 20th event. .  Mahalo 
nui loa to Makua Tammy Meyers for her dedication to her work with the students.  Countless hours 
were spent teaching, practicing and perfecting the mele, dance and cultural significance of this year’s 
theme - “Ka Honua Nani E - The Beautiful Earth.”

Lester Uchima with granddaughter 
Annabelle Mrs. Jasmine Nakayama
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Staff Changes
Not retiring - but Changing 
Positions:  After 15 years as E.B. 
deSilva’s A+ Coordinator, Mrs. 
Carolyn Kuntemeyer is retiring from 
A+ so that she can devote time to 
her family.  Not to worry, for Mrs. 
Kuntemeyer will continue as one of 
our 1st grade teachers.  MAHALO, 
Mrs. Kuntemeyer.  Mrs. Cori 
Rapoza will take over as our A+ 
coordinator effective this coming 
school  year.  We encourage our A+ 
parents to work collaboratively with 
Mrs. Rapoza.  We are confident 
that she will  do an awesome job in 
her new role.

             

Also changing positions is our 
second grade teacher Ms. Jennifer 
Shimizu - who has been assigned 
to Waiakeawaena Elementary 
School.  Her new school  is very 
fortunate to have Ms. Shimizu on 
staff.  We are sad that she is 
leaving E.B.  She brings a highly 
defined level  of professionalism, 
dedication to her job and school, 
and a clear love for teaching her 
students.  We wish Ms. Shimizu the 
very best of everything in the future. 

Perfect Attendance SY 2015-16
W a y t o g o t o  t h e 
following Super Bees for 
h a v i n g p e r f e c t 
a t t endance fo r t he 
2015-16 school year.  
W h a t a g r e a t 
accomplishment!

Mrs, Kuntemeyer:
Katelyn Dodo

Mrs. DeCoito:
Kaolu Akano

Kenzie Yoshimura

Mrs. Urasaki:
Jacobi Alba-Kuwahara

Brody Ehrenlechner
Kaiara Garrison

Ms. Shimizu:
Christian Alameda

Alexy Bisel
Cole Isidro

Mr. Yamaki:
Lia Kuo

Kirra Tanaka
Callie Umemoto

Mrs. Kodama:
Jake Otani

Mrs. Doolittle:
Jeyla Bettis - Shigeishi

Liam Sparks
Jake Tokuuke

Mrs. Alba-Kuwahara:
Boston Kobayashi

Ms. Kihara:
Adon Bisel

Mrs. Yamashita: 
Sadie Cain
Ethan Kim

Thayden Sweat
Sera Varize

Mrs. Ferreira: 
Marissa Dodo

Kayden Yoshimura

Mrs. Ancheta:
Kai Gatting

Kennedy Perreira

Mr. Hondo:
Jaiden Bettis

Taarini Godbole
Marianne Martinez

Liam Wilson
Solomon Yamamoto

Mrs. Miguel:
Jarrick Alba-Kuwahara
Logan Ehrenlechner

Kristin Nagato

Ms. Chinen:
Tiare O’Dell

Briana-Jean Tanaka

Mr. Yagi:
Devin Buttz

Student Attendance
We strongly encourage our parents to 
start the 2016-17 school year by making 
sure that their students attend school 
each day and arrive on time.  Several 
articles regarding the importance of 
school  attendance have been featured in 
recent Bulletins.  These articles 
underscore the necessity of regular 
attendance so that our children get the 
instruction they need to succeed in 
school.  

Regular attendance is also an essential 
habit that our children move on to higher 
education and careers.  Those students 
who have less than good attendance will 
have a difficult time as they move through 
the grades.  These students are also at 
higher risk of dropping out of high school, 
using illicit substances, and in some 
instances, becoming court involved.  
Please help your child by bringing them to 
school each day and on time.

MAHALO,
D. O’Brien

A very special heartfelt mahalo to 
outgoing PTA President, Kerri 
Okamura, who has spent the last 9 
years serving with the PTA.  Mrs. 
Okamura will be “graduating” 
alongside her son Jonathan  to Hilo 
Intermediate next school year.  We 
are very fortunate to be given the 
opportunity for Kerri to share her 
time, expertise and leadership in 
enriching  the lives she has touched 
in our school community.  Best 
wishes...a hui hou!



Outstanding Super Bee Artists
Quinten Fernandez, Grade 6, 
is a student in Mrs. Chinen’s 
Class.  Quinten recently won 
the County of Hawaii Office 
of Elections T-shirt art contest.  
He will receive a T-shirt and 
an award for his winning 
design. The t-shirts will be 
worn by elections officials 
dur ing t he Pr imar y and 
General Elections.  Watch for 
a short feature article in the 
Hawaii Tribune Herald in the 
near future.

First grader Kaiara Garrison took 
second place in her age division in the 
Sight is Beautiful statewide poster 
contest sponsored by the Lions Club of 
Hawai’i.  The Hilo Lions proudly 
presented Kaiara with a $75 award 
for her winning work of art at our last 
assembly.

Fourth Graders Soar to the Top 
in Art and Essay Contest

Congratulations to the following students 
for their winning art and essay submissions 
to the FCE Hilo Art & Essay Contest:

 First place:  Emily Hora, Mrs. Yamashita
 Second place:  Vivianlee Kau, Mrs. 

Kihara
 Third place:  Ethan Kim, Mrs. Yamashita

  Outgoing PTA Board Members gathered together for the last 
board meeting of  the year on May 17th.  Pictured are (l-r):  
front row:  Christine Gumbs, Co-chair School Kine Cookies 
Fundraiser; Patti-Taira Tokuuke, Vice President/Fundraising; 
Xinyan Wang, Fund Run Chair; Karen Dodo, Secretary; Kerri 
Okamura, President; Amy Kaawaloa, Local Products Chair. 
Back row:  Tara Honda, Second Treasurer; Mr. O’Brien; Aya 
Shehata, Vice President/Membership and Jennifer Aguiar, 
First Treasurer.  Missing from picture:  Jon Tokuuke, Vice 
President/Communications; Kehau Souza, Co-chair School 
Kine Cookies; Faculty Sarah Ferreira and Nolan Yamaki.
  Mahalo PTA Board for your time,  dedication and continued 
support of our school community!



HEALTH T I P FOR YOUR 
STUDENT   
Children and adults alike need to 
take extra precautions during the hot 
days of summer.  As we spend more 
time outdoors having fun in the sun, 
it is important to increase the amount 
of water we drink.  Be sure to have 
water bottles handy wherever you 

are and keep yourself hydrated and 
healthy. 
Using Hydro Flasks and other 
personal water bottles helps to keep 
our planet healthy by reducing the 
amount of waste that end up in our  
trash bins.  If using bottled water, 
please remember to recycle.

Summertime is right around the corner!  As we look forward to having fun in the sun, we also 
need to be sure to protect ourselves and our keiki from overexposure to the sun. 
“People who get a lot of exposure to ultraviolet (UV) rays are at greater risk for skin cancer. 
Sunlight is the main source of UV rays, but you don’t have to avoid the sun completely. And it 
would be unwise to stay inside if it would keep you from being active, because physical activity is 
important for good health. But getting too much sun can be harmful. 
There are some steps you can take to limit your exposure to UV rays. Some people think about 
sun protection only when they spend a day at the beach or pool. But sun exposure adds up day 
after day, and it happens every time you are in the sun. Simply staying in the shade is one of the 
best ways to limit your UV exposure. 
If you are going to be in the sun, “Slip! Slop! Slap!® and Wrap” is a catchphrase that can help 
you remember some of the key steps you can take to protect yourself from UV rays: 
	
 *Slip on a shirt. 
      	
 *Slop on sunscreen. 
	
 *Slap on a hat. 
     	
 *Wrap on sunglasses to protect the eyes and skin around them.”
Also remember to reapply sunscreen after getting out of the water when swimming.  (Follow 
directions on the sunscreen bottle.)
-Excerpts from American Cancer Society website acs.org

Sun Safety 

The	  E.B.	  deSilva	  PTA	  would	  
like	   to	   take	   a	   moment	   to	  
t h ank	   t h e	   f o l l ow i n g	  
parents	   and	   community	  
m em b e r s	   f o r	   t h e i r	  
generous	   donations	   that	  
were	   enjoyed	   by	   E.B.	  
Faculty	   &	   Staff	   at	   the	  
recent	   Staff	   Appreciation	  
Event.

Jennifer	  Aguiar
Carole	  Akau
Melanie	  Arakaki
Jennifer	  Baldera
Lorinda	  Barretto
Jasmin	  Ortiz-‐Bloom
Tracey	  Brown
Masano	  Daniels
Karen	  Dodo

Emily	  Emmons
Alessandra	  Figuerido
Travis	  Flynn
Annalyn	  Gariando
Loren	  Germano
Desiree	  Gomes
Iris	  Hatakenaka
Jennifer	  Henricks
Malinee	  Jung
Ruth	  Kau
Seong	  Kim
Kaiden	  Lampman
Noah	  Lee
Sarah	  Leialoha
Stacy	  Louie
Geana	  Miura
Cecily	  Nago
Denise	  Nakaba
Nadine	  Nakamura

Curt	  Oishi
Kerri	  Okamura
Steve	  Palmer
Noah	  Pierce
Birgit	  Pohlen
Kylee	  Pua
Debbie	  Ragasa
Alayna	  Revell
Shoshannah	  Ruwethin
Aya	  Shehata
Kevin	  Shimabukuro
Michele	  Slone
Stephanie	  Souza
Reuben	  Tarantino-‐Saenz
Audrey	  Terada-‐Umemoto
Kelli	  Till
Xinyan	  Wang
Chelsea	  Welter
Carlene	  Wolf

Teacher Appreciation Mahalo



2016 Ho’olaulea

Ka Honua Nani E - “The Beautiful Earth”

               Mahalo nui loa

                    
Makua Tammy Meyers 
Mr. Bruce Meyers Jr. 
Mrs. Tina Ishibashi 

Mr. Kihei Ahuna 
Mrs. Peri Gay Bautista 

Ms. Yvette Deponte 
Mrs. Beverly Babagay 

Mrs. Charity DeMattos 
Mrs. Nicole Nagato 
Mrs. Jodie Menino 

Ms. Emi Mariko 
Mrs. Cecily Nago 

Grade K and 2 PPT’s 
E. B. deSilva PTA

Members of the deSilva Ohana 
(parents, friends, staff and 
community members) who 

offered their precious time and 
kokua.

Our Royal Court

King: Xander James Macomber 
Queen: Shelby Hamura
Royal Kahili Bearers: Kayden Lampman 
and Chaz Aniol 
Ladies in Waiting: Chiara Mizuno, Maya 
Oishi and Jazlin Menino 
Conch Shell Blower: Jonah Kalawe

Island Representatives
Grade K: Ni`ihau 
Prince Tayven Esperon                     
Princess: Noweo Birano 
Kahili Bearer: Ian Iida

Grade 2: O`ahu
Prince: Lian Ragasa   
Princess: Alexy Bisel
Kahili Bearer: Anan Daniels

Grade 5: Lana`i
Prince: Alon Halsted
Princess: Lindsay Kelii
Kahili Bearer: Tyler Yoshiyama

Grade 6: Maui
Prince: Trenton Lazo-Torres                                                                                     
Princess: Annika Lee
Kahili Bearer: Ian Seto-Kalawe

Grade 1: Kaua`i
Prince: Christian Lato 
Princess: Chanel Ota
Kahili Bearer: Noor Shehata

Grade 3: Moloka`i
Prince: Boston Kobayashi 
Princess: Janae Ruwethin 
Kahili Bearer: Aiden Fukunaga-
Carvalho

Grade 5: Kaho`olawe
Prince: Logan Ehrenlechner 
Princess: Jaiden Bettis
Kahili Bearer: Rycen DeMotta

Grade 6: Hawai`i
Prince: Kevin Slone
Princess: Phoebe Wyatt
Kahili Bearer: Kaeden Balbarino



EdVenture Showcase & General PTA Meeting

Lessons in Economics

Fourth grade Super Bees held their annual “Market 
Day” events recently.  Everything from hand made 
paperclips, posters, jewelry, food items, live fish and 
even bacon-wrapped hot dogs were available for 
purchase.  

Teachers provided “money” for customers to use for 
purchasing their items. Students learned about 
entrepreneurship and buying and selling basics.

T h e E . B . d e S i l v a 
EdVenture Program is 
proudly sponsored by 
the E.B. deSilva PTA 
and made poss ib le 
t h r o u g h v a r i o u s 
fundraising efforts held 
throughout the school 
year.  



Fourth Quarter Assembly
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Congratulations to the top fundraising Super 
Bees:

1st place:  Satya Honda 
2nd place:  Jeziah Barretto-Mahaulu

3rd place:  Jake Tokuuke and Noah Pierce
4th place:  Azriel Leialoha

Top 3 classes:
1st place:  Mrs. Urasaki

2nd place:  Mrs. Doolittle
3rd place:  Mrs. Ferreira

Thank you very much to the following 
parents who helped with our Annual Fund 
Run:

Scarlett Anderson
Michael Caputo
Sonya Gumbs

Jennifer Henricks
Erwin Iida
Ruth Kau

Kerri Okamura
Patti Taira-Tokuuke

Mr. Yamashita
Jaimie Yonemoto

We couldn’t have put on a  successful event 
without your help!
Xinyan Wang
Fund Run Chair



Labels for Education (aka Campbell’s Soup 
Labels) are another way to help earn points for 
Arts, Athletics and Academics (vs Box Tops the 
school earns cash)

Participating brands include:  Campbell's Soup, 
BIC, Pace, Prego, Franco American, V8, 
Spaghetti O's, to name a few.

As with box tops, please clip out the UPC from 
the label & keep them separate from Box Tops. 
This will save volunteers some time when 
counting and sorting.  Another way to help the 
committee with counting and sorting is by 
visiting  www.labelsforeducation.com  and 
downloading 1, 5 & 10 point collection sheets 
to attach UPCs.

an easy way to
earn cash for your school!

Look for the pink Box Top coupon on hundreds of participating products. Each is worth 10¢ for your school!

Buy your favorite Box 
Tops products.

Cut out the Box Top 
from each package.

Send your Box Tops to 
school with your child.

Your school gets cash for 
every Box Top collected to 
help buy the things it needs 
most. All those Box Tops 
really add up!

go online to www.btfe.com/products for a complete list of participating box tops products

1

2

3

4

©General Mills
LAND O LAKES is a registered trademark of Land O'Lakes, Inc. NESTLÉ® and JUICY JUICE® are registered trademarks of Société des produits Nestlé S.A.,Vevey, Switzerland.
Ziploc® is a registered trademark of S. C. Johnson and Son, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Hi-5 Recycle Fund-
raiser

Remember to continue collecting Hi5 
containers for recycling. Collect ALL 
the Hi5 containers you can (cans, 
bottles, plastic) from your house, 
aunties, tutus, neighbors, friends, 
etc!                                                                       
	 	
Take them to Mr. K’s Recycle 
Center on the corner of Kinoole and 
Hualalai.  Tell them it is for the EB 
DeSilva PTA Fund Raiser, give 
them the name of 
your teacher and 
your grade, and...
T H A T ’ S I T ! !  
SIMPLE!!
By doing this we help 
m a k e H a w a i ’ i a 
cleaner place and with 
the money we raise, we 
help make ours a better  
school!

HELP US HELP 
OUR SCHOOL.
Did you know there’s an easy way to help us raise money for our school—for books, 
band uniforms, reading programs and anything else that can use extra funding?  
It’s called Take Charge of Education®, and it’s helping our school right now.

Here’s how it works: Visit Target.com/tcoe or call 1-800-316-6142 to designate our 
school, then use your REDcard whenever you shop. When you use your REDcard® (Target 
Credit Card®, Target Debit Card® or Target® Visa® Credit Card), Target® will  
donate up to 1% of your purchases to the eligible K–12 school of your choice.* 

Learn more at Target.com/redcard or stop in a Target store to apply.

Grandparents, alumni, friends and neighbors are all welcome to participate in the  
program. The more people we involve, the harder the program works for our school.  
If you’re already participating, thank you! Check out our school’s progress anytime  
at Target.com/tcoe.

©2011 Target Stores. The Bullseye Design, Target and the 5% Bullseye Design are trademarks of 
Target Brands, Inc. All rights reserved. REDcard®: Target Credit Card®, Target Debit Card® and 
Target®  Visa® Credit Card. Subject to application approval.

* Subject to Take Charge of Education®  program rules. Target®  donates an amount equal to 1% of Target Credit Card®, Target Debit Card® and 
Target®  Visa®  Credit Card purchases you make at Target and Target.com (Target Debit Card cannot be used at Target.com), and !% of Target®  
Visa® Credit Card purchases you make everywhere else Visa credit cards are accepted, to the eligible K–12 school of your choice. See Target.
com/tcoe or call 1-800-316-6142 for details.

Mahalo Nui Loa to those who have designated E.B. deSilva Elementary 
School as their school of choice in the Target Take Charge of Education 
School Rewards Program.  The school recently received a check in the 
amount of  $700, which represents 1% of purchase amounts of those 
who have designated our school for the program.

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/

